Craig Moran Science Bio 

Craig Moran graduated from Southwest Missouri University with a Bachelor of Science in Biology with minors in Psychology and Geography.  His extensive raptor experience started as a Bald Eagle researcher at Dickerson Park Zoo (DPZ) in Springfield MO, where he worked on observations during Bald Eagle breeding research seasons and assisted in artificial insemination research.  He later became a fulltime zookeeper working with Elephants, large and small cats (lions, tigers, leopards, ocelots etc.) primates and continuing to work with Bald Eagles in education programs.  Craig later presented a paper on the Bald Eagle breeding program for the DPZ at the Fresno Zoo in CA.  This is printed in the American Association of Zoo Keeper Forum (AAZK).

Moving to the Northwest in 1984 he flew hawks and falcons during the summer for Point Defiance Zoo and was also a volunteer with Woodland Park Zoo in their Raptor program.  Continuing his involvement in raptors he became a licensed falconer in 1988.  
Craig’s gained additional raptor experience both as a raptor educator working with zoos in Washington, Missouri (where he worked on Artificial Insemination of Bald Eagles) and Virginia as the zoo education coordinator where he authored and presented programs on Secondary Uptake of Poison in Raptors, sponsored by EPA for additional training for pesticide applicators.  In addition, for 3 years (each October) he worked with a research team on Golden Eagles to capture, band and release Eagles to collect data for CA, Wildlife Research Institute in Montana.  

Since 1990 Craig has presented programs on environmental issues, avian biology for zoo volunteer trainees, educational programs on raptor biology and ecology. The audiences range from elementary students to adults and for various organizations.  Craig also served as Conservation Chairmen for Rainer Audubon Society in Kent WA for 3 years.  In 2000 Craig received his master’s in education to become a biology teacher where he taught Biology in 4 different states (and online school for K-12 in California) from high school to Community College. He further has memberships in Raptor Research Foundation (RRF), International Association of Animal Trainers and Educators (IAATE), International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC), has recently been on the Wildlife Rehabilitation Advisor Panel (WRAP) for Washington State and long-standing member of Washington Falconers Association (WFA). In addition, Craig has been on the board of Puget Sound Wildcare for 9 years as education manager. He currently provides monthly lectures to interns on raptor issues, wildlife conservation, enrichment techniques and other wildlife concerns.  

Collectively, Craig has dedicated most of his working life to understanding raptors and their important role in the world’s ecology and their relationship with humans.  His passion is the sport of falconry and to help students and adults experience a broader understanding of the important values and role raptors have in the world today. 

Additionally, Craig developed RaptorLife. A raptor, wildlife, and environmental company providing educational and fun programs regarding raptor biology, wildlife ecology and environmental issues to various organizations and the community. 

